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CRC CODE COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, May 6, 2010

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

L.A. County Building

3rd Floor Administration Conference Room

900 S. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra

The meeting was called to order at 9:28 a.m.

1. In Attendance:


Jonathan Lam (Chair)

County of Los Angeles


Bill Stutsman (Co-Chair)

City of Los Angeles




Rick Skosknik


City of Beverly Hills
Eric Keshishian


City of Beverly Hills
Craig Earl



City of Lancaster 



Philip Yin



City of Long Beach

Ming Tam



City of Burbank
Hassan Alameddine


County of Los Angeles

Steve Ikkanda


JAS
Casey Hemmatyar


SEAOSC


Jae Lee



JLee Engineering/City of El Segundo
2. Approval of Previous Minutes:
The minutes of the April 15, 2010 meeting were approved.
3. Update of Joint CRC / Structural Code Committees.
Structural amendments will be reviewed by the Joint CRC / Structural Code Committees.  Next Structural Code Committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, May 11, 2010 from 1:00p.m. to 4:00p.m. 
4. ICC

a. Technical Opinion Submittal - Townhouse Definition.
Steve Ikkanda stated that the change of the Townhouse definition in the IRC was a result of a person from another state who proposed changing the definition to use the term “yard” instead of “open space”, with the justification that the definition of open space does not allow parking.  The code change was approved.  Apparently the local amendment in the proponent’s jurisdiction changed the definition of open space as not allowing parking.  (Open space is not defined in the IBC and IRC.)  The IRC requires a yard or public way on at least two sides of a townhouse where the IBC requires an open space on at least two sides of a townhouse.  An open space would allow a court and a yard would not allow a court.  Steve proposes that the CRC Code Committee propose an amendment to change the definition of townhouse in the IRC to be consistent with the IBC.  Jonathan to contact ICC for their interpretation and to determine if the intent of IRC is to allow townhouse to have a court.  A court is a space, open and unobstructed to the sky and bounded by three or more sides of a building or walls.
Steve Ikkanda stated there are four levels of review for ICC interpretations: 

1). Phone
2).
E-mail

3).
Formal written interpretation
4).
Committee review
b. Errata.

Copy of ICC errata for the IRC was handed out.
5. Discussion of proposed amendments / issues of concern by chapters.

Jonathan Lam reminded Bill Stutsman to come up with wording for amendment for buildings constructed on or into slopes steeper than 3:1 (H:V) to comply with the (City/County) building code requirements.  

Steve Ikkanda discussed habitable attics and the possible conflict with local zoning codes.  Habitable attic is not considered a story.

Some discussion on green roofs and limits of Dead and Live Load under the CRC.  Structural design for gravity and lateral loads may be required.  

Discussion on solar panels and to network with other jurisdictions.  Electrical code requires conduit to be safely secured.

Jonathan noted that he has not received any amendment to the fire life safety provisions of the CRC.  

County of Los Angeles proposed two fire life safety amendments:

R311.4 Second exit from upper / lower floor.  Some discussion on amendment.  Suggested habitable level to be changed to occupied space and egress door to be changed to required egress door.  The proposed amendment recommendation, with the two changes to wording, passed with one no vote. 

R322.1.4.1 Determination of flood elevations.  It is proposed to amend R322.1.4.1 to change design professional to Civil Engineer.  There was some discussion.  The proposed amendment recommendation passed with one no vote.
6. Start CRC Correction Sheet – Fire life safety.  Copy of current one / two family dwelling correction sheet passed out.

7. Determine next meeting time and location:
Structural Code Committee to meet Tuesday, May 11, 2010 at 1:00 p.m., Ground Floor, Conference room D.
CRC Code Committee to meet on Thursday, May 27, 2010 at 9:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.
8. Adjournment.  12:10p.m.
Respectfully submitted by Bill Stutsman
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