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CRC CODE COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, March 25, 2010

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

L.A. County Building

3rd Floor Administration Conference Room

900 S. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra

The meeting was called to order at 9:10 a.m.

1. In Attendance:


Jonathan Lam (Chair)

County of Los Angeles


Bill Stutsman (Co-Chair)

City of Los Angeles

Catherine Nuezca Gaba

City of Los Angeles




Craig Earl



City of Lancaster




Eric Keshishian


City of Beverly Hills



Rick Skosnik



City of Beverly Hills



CC Kim



City of Beverly Hills



Paul Armstrong


Interwest Consulting Group



Hassan Alameddine


County of Los Angeles




Steve Ikkanda 


ICC Orange Empire Chapter

James Lai



SEAOC

Richard Hess 


SEAOC

2. Approval of previous meeting minutes:
The minutes of the March 4, 2010 meeting were approved with amendment.  The minutes were amended to state under item 2, “construction documents to be approved and stamped by a California registered architect or civil engineer for all dwellings of wood frame construction of more than one story in height”.  

3. Discussion of proposed amendments guidelines:
Jonathan Lam discussed the use of Drop Box, LA Basin Chapter Code Forum, and emailing as means of communication.
· Minimize amendments

· Goal is to come up with two groups of amendments, 1) Recommended and 2) Highly Recommended.

· Present each item to be amended using LARUCP layout.
Complete by April 30, 2010 for structural amendments.

Complete by May 15, 2010 for fire life safety amendments.

James Lai questioned if SEAOC will get a vote on adoption of amendments.  Jonathan indicated “yes” in the CRC Code Committee.  Steve Ikkanda suggested James to contact ICC LA Basin Chapter Board to determine how/where SEAOC fits in.  James stated that the President of SEAOC urged for a joint effort.
4. Development of topics for Kelly Cobeen:  
There was much discussion on the topic of the IRC wood frame provisions.  Jonathan will arrange a meeting with Kelly Cobeen.  In the meantime, the committee agrees to develop a list of questions so that Kelly has some time to prepare.  Paul Armstrong noted that were many people/organizations involved in the development of the IRC.  James Lai asked if the wall bracing tables were based on calculations or tests.  Background study of the wall bracing tables is necessary to ensure confident in the IRC.  Jonathan will see if meeting with Kelly can occur immediately before the structural committee meeting on March 30, 2010.  Steve Ikkanda stated we should keep amendments to a minimum and work on making changes at the national level.  Richard Hess stated that we need local amendments due to the significant differences in the construction practices throughout the nation and that there are special needs in our area.  
5. Development of topics for David Walls and Doug Hensel:

Jonathan stated that on April 12, 2010, the LA Basin Chapter will host David Walls of BSC and Doug Hensel of HCD from 8:30a.m. to 11:30a.m. at the LA County Public Works Conference Rooms B & C.

6. Discussion of proposed amendments / issues of concern by chapters:

.
Chapter 2 - Paul Armstrong:
· Townhouse definition between CRC and CBC: Yard or public way vs. open space.  Needs to be consistent.

· Definition of habitable attic.

Chapter 3 – James Lai / Craig Earl:

· Erik Keshishian raised questions about special wind regions.  James Lai stated that SEAOC has spent 3 1/2 months reviewing wind in the LA area.  They reviewed 5,000 to 10,000 wind speed records.  There was no indication that the wind speed would exceed 85-mph in the LA Basin.  The special wind regions would be applicable to the other side of the ridge on the Palmdale side.  However SEAOC has not come up with a final conclusion.
· R302 – Some discussion on structural separation for townhouse and exception for common wall with restrictions on items allowed inside wall.
· R306 – Craig Earl stated the State amendment places the requirements for minimum dimensions for pluming fixtures in the plumbing code.

· R301 Loading – James Lai stated that special purpose roofs will require design, e.g. landscaped roof deck.

· Eric Keshishian stated that height above grade specified in R301.2.2.3.1 needs clarification.  Some discussion on how it is measured and use of grade vs. grade plane.  Paul Armstrong stated provision was carried over from 2006 IRC.  Steve Ikkanda believed the measurement is to be from grade as defined.
Chapter 4 – Truong Huynh / Philip Yin:
· R401.1 – Wood Foundations:  Some discussion on topic.  Amendment needs to be revised to omit reference to Seismic Design Category A, B, C and state not allowed in reference Seismic Design Category Do, D1, D2, and E.  Motion made and unanimously approved to accept amendment with change.  Steve Ikkanda stated the amendment findings should be based on seismic.

· R402.1 – Amendment not needed when change made to R401.1.
· R403.1 – Paul Armstrong suggested breaking proposed amendment into two separate amendments.  James Lai stated that amendment should reference Seismic Design Category Do, D1, D2, and E only similar to previous discussion on R401.1.  Discussion on exception to R403.1.3.  Reinforcement should be required for all continuous footings however, isolated plain concrete footings should be allowed.  James Lai to come up with proposed wording on amendment.  Some discussion on which table to reference in first paragraph of R403.1.3.  As stated in Code or as in proposed amendment - Table 301.2.2.1.1.
Chapter 5 – Eric Keshishian / Bill Stutsman:
· Eric stated that section R504.1 should be eliminated – Pressure preservatively treated-wood basement floors and also questioned why Table 502.2.2.1 regarding deck ledger boards did not include Douglas-Fir.  It was suggested to contact A F & P A to find out.

· Bill noted that the code does not state the maximum oversize of holes in cold formed steel for anchor bolts.  A reference standard has to be used to obtain requirement.  Committee members stated amendment should be made to have requirement in code.  Bill to come up with an amendment.  

· Bill noted R506.2 does not state a standard which fill must be compacted to.  Suggestion was made to reference the grading section of the CBC.
Chapter 6: 

· Jonathan presented a slide from the Basin Chapter meeting regarding prescriptive wall bracing methods in SDC D and E.  Concrete walls (R611.2) and SIP’s (R613.2) limited to SDC A, B, and C.  Cold formed steel must also comply with AISI S230 in SDC Do, D1, D2, and E.

7. Next meeting time and location:  April 15, 2010 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

8. Meeting Adjournment.  12:05p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Bill Stutsman.
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