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GREEN BUILDING STANDARDS COMMITTEE
MEETING Minutes
March 11, 2010
9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Rio Hondo Country Club Events Center
10627 Old River School Road, Downey, CA   90241
1. General Remarks

The Committee Chair Mr. Ron Takiguchi called the meeting to order at 9:30am.  Mr. Takiguchi announced that Osama Younan and Yung Kao will not be able to attend due to meetings at their respective Cities. However, Mr. Younan will co-present the CALGreen Code at the regular Basin Chapter meeting this afternoon. 
2. Self-Introductions
1. Charles Russell


VCA CODE GROUP

2. Carol Jacobson


CITY OF MANHATTEN BEACH

3. Denise (Dee) Fukaye

CITY OF MALIBU

4. Ritchie Kato



CSG CONSULTANTS
5. Fady Mattar



JAS PACIFIC, INC.
6. Hassan Alameddine


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

7. Fouad Barakat


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

8. Mandhir Singh


CITY OF INGLEWOOD 

9. Grace Harper


CITY OF LOS ANGELES

10. Matthew Gatewood


CITY OF LA FIRE PREVENTION 

11. Ron Takiguchi


COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
12. Jae Lee



JLEE ENGINEERING

13. Jesse De Anda


CITY OF BEVERLY HILLS

14. Sarkis Hairapetian


CITY OF GLENDALE

15. Truong Huynh


CITY OF LONG BEACH

16. Steve Widmayer


WILLDAN ENGINEERING

17. Saeed Danandeh


SPS PLAN CHECK SERVICES
3. Approval of Previous Minutes  

The Chair called for discussion of the previous Minutes and there were a couple of minor corrections brought from the floor.  The Chair called for a motion to approve the Minutes in which Grace Harper made a motion, seconded by Carol Jacobson. Passed unanimously.

4. General Remarks  
The Chair placed a reminder that the program at today’s Basin Chapter meeting will include an Introduction to the CALGreen Code.  Mr. Osama Younan will present the code fundamentals and the non-residential provisions while the Chair will present the residential measures.  
5. Old Business
The Chair passed out a flyer for the CALGreen Code Building Officials Forum with the California Building Standards Commission and the Department of Housing and Community Development, with Mr. Dave Walls and Mr. Doug Hensel on April 12, 2010 from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the County of Los Angeles Public Works Headquarters in Alhambra. The Forum is open to everyone that can attend.
Per Health & Safety Code Section 18930.5, The CalGreen Code is not under the authority of the California Building Standards Commission (CBSC). But CBSC has authority over all other occupancies per Section 103.1 of the CALGreen Code.
Dee Fukaye’s research of the word “movement” in Section 101.5 indicated that it was not consistent with the word “move” as used in previous code editions and may be an error.  The committee decided it may raise this issue at the CALGreen Forum or propose a local amendment. 

Grace Harper stated that the definition of “Recycled (water)” is the same as the definition of “Reclaimed”.  She strongly urged that consistency in these definitions is needed otherwise there will be inconsistency within the jurisdictions.
Ms. Harper also commented on the links in the CALGreen Code to private industry entities.  She stated that these links are subject to change and that web links in the Code should be limited to government websites and that a clear definition should be included for private and government websites.   Ritchie Kato stated that an example would be CALDAG which is not an official document created by a private company. Just because these are private links and referenced in the codes they should not be taken as if they are code requirements. 

The Chair provided everyone with a handout on “Local Amendment Recommendations” which included suggestions of amendments to the CALGreen Code.  Upon agreement by the Committee, these amendments will be presented to the general membership as a recommendation for regional adoption.
6. CALBO Annual Business Meeting Report
The Chair provided an update from the CALBO Annual Business Meeting on February 23 to 26 in Anaheim, California.  The Chair shared that Mr. Raj Patel of Los Angeles County and Mr. David Khorram of the City of Orange were appointed to the CALBO Board of Directors.  The Chair also shared with the Committee that he submitted his application to the CALBO Green Building Committee. 
Carol Jacobson asked if support letters from the Basin Chapter should be provided.  Truong Huynh supported the idea and stated that the Chapter should provide a letter of support. 
7. IgCC
On behalf of Mr. Kermit Robinson of ICC, the Chair stated that the final public version of the IgCC will be available on ICC’s website on March 15 and the period for public comment is through May 14, 2010.  The goal for our Committee is to be involved in this Code as a possible document that may be adopted by the CBSC.

Kermit Robinson will provide a presentation on the IgCC at the next Committee meeting.

8.    
2010 California Green Building Standards
a. Chapter 4 Residential Mandatory Measures

The discussion of “Residential Building” was raised and by Chapter 2 definitions, a Residential Building is defined as a “Low-Rise Residential Building” of Group R Occupancy of three-stories or less.  The Committee discussed and agreed that a local amendment should be added to include residential beyond the definition of Low-Rise.  The Chair proposed that the Committee add a new Section 4.101.2 to Chapter 4 to include this definition.  The Chair asked for a motion to expand the applicability of Chapter 4 to include occupancies greater than three-stories. Carol Jacobson made the motion to include the addition of new Section 4.101.2 and the motion was seconded by Grace Harper.  The motion passed unanimously.
The discussion moved on to Chapter 4, Division 4.3 Water Efficiency and Conservation where Mr. Jae Lee recommended the removal of “by the builder” from Section 4.304.1 on Irrigation Controllers.  Fady Mattar recommended that the word “When” be added at the beginning of the paragraph for dwelling landscaped areas that are equal to or greater than 2500 square feet.  This landscaped area would be consistent with the State of California’s Department of Water Resources Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance and the provisions of Assembly Bill 1881.  
Richie Kato stated that if an irrigation system is installed it has to be automatic. 

Grace Harper made a motion that the word “by the builder” be struck from Section 4.304.1.  This motion was seconded by Carol Jacobson.  The motion passed unanimously.
The discussion then moved to Section 4.302 on Indoor Water Use where Richie Kato questioned why Worksheet WS-1 Baseline Water Use calculation is multiplied by 80% (Chapter 8: Compliance Forms & Work Sheets).  Fady Mattar responded that if all fixtures are water savings, and listed as such, then the calculations are not required.  Mr. Mattar confirmed that if one of the fixtures are less than 80%, then the calculations are required.

Ron Takiguchi stated that the indoor water use requirements of Chapter 4 will be effective July 1, 2011, six months following the effective date of the CALGreen Code.  Mr. Takiguchi stated that HCD was conscious of the availability of the water savings fixtures and wanted to allow time for manufacturers of these units, although, these types of units are now readily available.
Fady Mattar stated that our Committee should recommend to the membership that each jurisdiction should compare local ordinances for “Construction Waste Reduction, Disposal & Recycling” with the requirements of Section 4.408 of the CALGreen Code.    
The discussion then moved onto to Section 4.410.1 “Building Maintenance and Operation” with much input.  The Chair asked that this discussion be continued to the next meeting.  

The next discussion covered Division 4.5 Environmental Quality and Section 4.504.5.1 “Documentation”.  This topic was to be addressed at the next meeting.
Calendar of Events
April 12, 2010: Building Official Forum with Dave Walls and Doug Hensel.  Ron Takiguchi distributed questions on the CALGreen Code to the Committee.  These questions, and others to be formulated will be discussed at the April 12th Forum.
April 13, 2010: Tri-Chapter Meeting - LA Basin, Orange-Empire & Ventura Chapters.  Christina Jamison of the California Building Standards 
Commission and Matt Wheeler of CALBO will be two of the guest speakers.
April 8th is the next meeting for the Green Building Standards Committee at the County of Los Angeles Public Works building in Alhambra. 
Ron Takiguchi asked that questions for the Building Official Forum be sent to him by Wednesday March 31, 2010 so they may be forwarded to Dave Walls and Doug Hensel.   

Assignment for next meeting:

Continue review of the 2010 CALGreen Code.
Have questions, discussion points ready. 
The chair adjourned the meeting at 11:30 am. 

Respectfully Submitted by Fouad Barakat.
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