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CRC Code Committee Goals 

  To study the 2010 CRC 
  To propose any necessary amendments to the code.   
  To have as many jurisdictions as possible, locally and 

throughout the State, adopt our proposed 
amendments.   
  Currently dialoguing with several key individuals from 

Northern and Southern California.   



CRC Code Committee Progress Report 

  Recently, the issue of when engineering would be 
required was resolved in our last meeting based on a 
general consensus of the committee members and 
participants of my survey that was sent to all LA Basin 
Chapter members two months ago. 
  The resolution is to require construction documents to be approved 

and stamped by a California licensed architect or engineer when a  
woodframe structure is greater than one-story. 

  Current debates include whether the construction documents shall 
include engineering calculations or not, and whether the prescriptive 
methods meet or exceed the higher degree of structural safety 
typically required by local jurisdictions.  (SEAOSC has volunteered to 
assist with this evaluation.) 



Purpose of the IRC 

  To serve as a complete, comprehensive code regulating 
the construction of buildings limited to three stories 
above grade plane for: 
  Single-family houses 
  Two-family houses (duplexes) 
  Townhouses consisting of three or more units. 

  To allow for residential and nonresidential code 
provisions to be distinct and tailored to the structures 
that fall within the appropriate code’s scope. 

  To consolidate all applicable residential code 
requirements into one code. 



California’s Version of the IRC 
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California’s Version of the IRC 

  HCD indicated that designers of residential buildings have the 
option to apply either the IBC or IRC. 
  Section 101.2 of the IBC states the following: 

  101.2 Scope 
 The provisions of this code shall apply to the construction, alteration, 
movement, enlargement, replacement, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, 
location, maintenance, removal and demolition of every building or structure 
or any appurtenances connected or attached to such buildings or structures. 

 Exception: Detached one- and two-family dwellings and multiple single-family 
dwellings (townhouses ) not more than three stories above grade plane in 
height with a separate means of egress and their accessory structures shall 
comply with the International Residential Code. 

  However, HCD did not adopt this language.  As such, a residential 
building can be designed under the IBC or IRC. 



California’s Version of the IRC 

  To consolidate all applicable residential code 
requirements into one code. 
  CA only adopted Chapters 1 to 10, 44, and Appendix H. 

 Consists of the Administrative,  Definitions, Fire-Life Safety and 
Structural  Provisions only. 

 References Mechanical and Plumbing Provisions to the Uniform 
Codes. 

 References Electrical Provisions to the National Electrical Code. 
  SFM added the Special Provisions For Licensed 24-Hour Care 

Facilities In a Group R-3.1 (R325), Large Family Day Care 
Homes  (R326), and Materials and Construction Methods For 
Exterior Wildfire Exposure (R327). 
 References the CBC Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, etc. 



References of CBC 

  When a building of otherwise conventional 
construction contains structural elements exceeding 
the prescriptive methods of the CRC, these elements 
shall be designed in accordance with accepted 
engineering practice of the CBC. 
  The IRC has no references to the IBC for fire-life safety issues. 

  However, care facilities in the CRC, which are 
regulated by SFM, make reference to the CBC. 

  Accessibility is referenced to Chapter 11a of CBC. 



Prescriptive Wall Bracing Methods In Seismic Design 
Categories D and E 

  Applications of the CRC prescriptive wall bracing 
methods  shall be limited to only woodframe and 
masonry construction.   
  Per the CRC Code Committee recommendation, woodframe 

structures greater than one-story shall require construction 
documents to be approved and stamped by a California 
licensed architect or engineer. 

  Per the Business and Professions Code, masonry structures 
shall require construction documents to be approved and 
stamped by a California licensed architect or engineer. 
(R606.1.1) 



Prescriptive Wall Bracing Methods In Seismic Design 
Categories D and E 

  Applications of the CRC prescriptive wall bracing methods of 
concrete, cold-formed steel, and structural insulated panels 
(SIPs) are not within the scope of this code. 
  Concrete construction: 

  Walls constructed in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be 
limited to detached one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses assigned to 
Seismic Design Category A or B, and detached one- and two-family dwellings 
assigned to Seismic Design Category C. (R611.2) 

  Cold-formed steel construction: 
  In Seismic Design Categories D0, D1 and D2 in addition to the requirements of 

this code, cold-formed steel framing shall comply with the requirements of 
AISI S230. (R301.2.2.3.5) 

  Structural insulated panels (SIPs): 
  Walls constructed in accordance with the provisions of this section shall be 

limited to sites subjected to …  Seismic Design Categories A, B,  and C. 
(R613.2) 



Climatic and Geographic Design Criteria 



I N T E R E S T E D  I N  J O I N I N G  T H E   

CRC CODE COMMITTEE? 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  
JOLAM@DPW.LACOUNTY.GOV 

Questions? 


