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CRC CODE COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, March 4, 2010

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

L.A. County Department of Public Works

3rd Floor Administration Conference Room

900 S. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a.m.

1. In Attendance:


Jonathan Lam (Chair)

County of Los Angeles


Bill Stutsman (Co-Chair)

City of Los Angeles




Craig Earl



City of Lancaster




Erik Keshishian


City of Beverly Hills




Philip Yin



City of Long Beach

Tracy Tam



City of Burbank

Truong Huynh


City of Long Beach

Juan Madrigal


County of Los Angeles

Hassan Alameddine


County of Los Angeles


James Lai



SEAOC

Joe Valancius


SEAOC

Richard Hess 


SEAOC

Steve Cloke



SEAOC

Casey Hemmatyar


SEAOC


Jae Lee



JLee Engineering/City of El Segundo

2. Final discussion on “when engineering is required” and vote:

There was much discussion on when an engineer or architect should be required to prepare construction documents for wood frame construction using the California Residential Code. Concerns were mentioned with the potential of not incorporating adjustment factors for braced walls exceeding the base wall height or roof weights exceeding 15-psf. Also noted was that the CRC requires wood sheathing of 25% versus 48% in the 2009 CBC and 40% versus 100% for gypsum wall board.  After considerable discussion, the committee affirmed (with one no vote) that the 2010 CRC should be amended to require construction documents to be approved and stamped by a California licensed architect or engineer for all dwellings of wood frame construction of more than one story in height. 
Hassan stated that based on his conversation with HCD, it was HCD’S intent that “construction documents” did not include engineering calculations. However, HCD stated that nothing precluded local jurisdiction from requiring engineering calculations to justify the design. As to whether construction documents includes engineering calculations or not, it was generally agreed that that discussion should be taken up individually by each local jurisdiction.

3. Amendment goals and procedure:

Hassan discussed the time line necessary to go through the amendment process. He also discussed the process and requirements to make local amendments. Truong informed the committee attendees to use the standard template as established by the Board of Directors when proposing amendments. The template is available on the LA Basin Chapter website.

4. County of Los Angeles’s presentation and initial proposed amendments:

Link/electronic copies of Los Angeles County CRC presentation were given to committee attendees.

5. Assign chapters to members:

CRC chapters were assigned to the following members:

Chapter 3 – James with Seismology Committee, Craig, Casey, and Jae

Chapter 4 – Truong and Philip

Chapter 5 – Bill, Tracy, and Erik

Chapter 6 – James with Seismology Committee, Truong, Philip, and Jae

Chapter 8 – Bill, Tracy, and Erik

Chapter 9 – Bill, Tracy, and Erik

Jonathan will request other members not present to volunteer for Chapters 2, 7, 10, and Appendix H.

All proposed amendments should be forwarded to Jonathan or Bill for compilation and distribution to other committee members. Truong suggested that any proposed amendments, whether in draft form or final, should be posted to the chapter’s website for viewing and commenting by other members not present at the meeting. This will help to highlight the activities of the committee and perhaps garner more interest and participation of other members.

Chapter Groups to meet in two weeks. Amendments need to be completed and forwarded to structural committee by end of April. File sharing will be conducted through Dropbox.com. 

6. Discuss issues of concern:

No additional concerns specified.

7. Determine next meeting time and location:

CRC Code Committee to meet in three weeks, March 25, 2010 from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. Meeting room location will be determined at a later time.
8. Adjournment.  12:10p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Bill Stutsman
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